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Calendar for DECEMBER 2025

St Michael's Church, Beer

Sun 30" Nov 9:30am United Service Communion Advent Sunday
6:30pm Advent Carol Service at SEATON

Tue 2™ Dec 5:00pm Choir Practice

Wed 3 8:30am Open the Book at school
10:00am Reflective Prayer

Fri 5t 10:00am Mickey’ Music Makers

3:00 ~ 7:00pm Christmas Craft Fayre
with Father Christmas in his Grotto

Sun 7t 8:00am Holy Communion 2" Sunday of Advent
9:30am Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
5:30pm “Carols on the CIiff” (weather permitting)

Mon 8t 7pm for prompt 7:30pm start QUIZ Night
bring your own drinks and nibbles

Tues 9t 2:00pm~4:00pm Memory Church at SEATON
5:00pm Choir Practice

Wed 10t 10:00am Holy Communion at BEER

Thurs 11 10:00am Puffins’ Pre-School Nativity in Church
(refreshments available)

Fri 12t 10:00am Mickey’s Music Makers’ Christmas “Do”

Sun 14" 9:30am Holy Communion 3 Sunday of Advent
6:30pm Carols by Candlelight

Tues 16t 1:45pm Beer Primary School’s Christmas Service

5:00pm Choir Practice
7:30pm Carols in the Barrel (Barrel of Beer)
Wed 17t 8:30am Open the Book at school
2:00pm Anna’s Place Simple 30 min service for older people
5:30pm Evening Prayer at SEATON

Thurs 18t 6:30pm “Blue Christmas” at SEATON
A service for those who find Christmas difficult
Sat 20 2:00pm Christingle making. All help appreciated
Sun 21st 9:30am “Said”Communion
4:00pm Children’s Society “Christingle” Service 4" Sunday of Advent
Tues 23 5:00pm Choir Practice
Wed 24t 10:00am Holy Communion at SEATON Christmas Eve
11:30pm Midnight Mass
Thurs 25* 9:30am Family Communion Christmas Day
Sun 28" 11:00am United Communion Service at SEATON 75 Sunday of Christmas

kkkkkkkhkhkhhkhkhhkkkkhkit

Sunday services in Beer are often on Facebook. If you can’t come to church,
you can watch and hear them there, either live or later at a time convenient to you!
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From Justin
Rev’'s Ramblings

There's something about Christmas music, isn't
there? It takes just a few notes, and we're
transported back in time — to Christmases past, to
people and places we hold dear. Meals shared
with loved ones, the sound of crackers snapping
and cheesy jokes, custard or cream with the
Christmas pudding, sitting round the fireplace with
those we love, or simply traversing the aisles of
the store while Christmas shopping with Mariah
Carey singing out that oll she wants for Christmas
i pow!

For me, the Christmas number ones of my childhood are still etched in
memary. Cliff Richard — my mum's favourite — smiling away on Top of the
Pops, singing about mistletoe and wine and the Saviours Day. And then
there was Robson and Jerome, whose voices we first heard in the TV drama
Soldier Soldier, suddenly topping the charts with their heartfelt harmonies.
Those songs, played over crackly radios and on well-worn cassette tapes,
somehow became part of the fabric of cur family Christmas.

And then there are the carols — those timeless melodies that seem to carry
the very soul of the season. My own favourites are O Come, O Come
Ernmanuel and O Holy Night. | think the first tme | really heard O Holy Night
was in the film Home Alone, when Kevin steps into a church to the sound of
a choir singing that beautiful hymn. Even in a Hollywood movie, that song
somehow captures the ache and the hope of Christmas — light breaking
into darkness, heaven touching earth.

Music has that power, It stirs memaories; grandpa dozing in the armchair
after Christmas lunch; my brother raiding the tin of Quality Street; Mum
laughing at CIiff Richard's celebrity tennis match or wiping away a tear at
Moel Edmaonds’ Christmas gifts programme, There was always the family
quiz, too — everyone pretending not to take it too sericusly! Those
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moments — and the songs that played around them — wove together the
warmth, laughter, and love that made Christmas feel like home.

But music can also awaken a gentler sadness — that song that reminds us of
the one who’s no longer there. The empty chair at the table, the favourite
mug by the sink, the echo of laughter that now lives only in memory.

And yet, even here, music offers hope. Because at the heart of Christmas is
the greatest song of all — the song of Love came down at Christmas. When
Jesus was born, the angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace.” God’s love became flesh and blood, made his home among us, and
promised us a place in his eternal home — where no one is alone, and the

heavenly chorus sings forever at the banquet to end all banquets.

So, this Christmas, as you listen to familiar carols and festive favourites, let
their melodies remind you not only of where you’ve come from, but also of
where you’re going — toward the God who made His home among us, who
still sings over us in love, and who calls us home, we just need to accept the
invitation.

Grace, peace and blessings for the season.

Revd Justin

ALTAR GUILD NEWS

Meeting held in St. Michael’s on November 11t 2025.

Looking forward to the Christmas events in St Michael’s with the “Xmas
Fare” as part of Beer Christmas fun weekend.

Also our Christingle service is on Sunday 21 December at 4pm
followed by refreshments not forgetting the Christmas church services
over this festive period.

It would be lovely if you could and join us, everyone is very welcome .

The Altar Guild team wishes everyone a very Happy Christmas and
Peaceful and Healthy New Year.

God bless and look after each one another.
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‘2> ANNA CHAPLAINCY

. {=* Mary and Sue are wishing you all a Very
UE: "_". Happy Christmas together with a Peaceful
ﬁﬂﬂa [ and Joyous New Year. A HUGE THANK
| YOU to all who have supported the
Eha ﬂlﬂlﬂl:l:l ministry of Anna Chaplaincy during 2025,
older pe | particularly our wonderful volunteers. If
T T —— you are interested in joining us as a
volunteer, or training to become an Anna
Chaplain or Anna Friend, please contact Mary or Sue for an
informal chat and learn more about this wonderful ministry
with older people in our communities of Seaton and Beer.
December worship and events — If you have a loved one or friend
you visit in one of the Seaton care homes, you might like to join us for our
monthly activity and worship? Please check with the care home prior to
your visit in case anything has to be changed.
Monday 8 December NETHERHAYES 10.45 a.m.
Tuesday 9 December—- MEMORY CHURCH 2-4 p.m. Church centre
St Gregory’s SEATON - For older people who find it difficult to worship
in our church buildings. Worship, afternoon tea and making new friends.
Interested? Phone 01297 23656
Wednesday 10 December — THE MANOR 11.00 a.m.
Thursday 11 December — THE SEATON 11.00 a.m.
Monday 15 December - THORNFIELD — 11.00 a.m.
Tuesday 16 December — LYME BAY VIEW 10.45 a.m.
ANNA'’S PLACE at St Michael’s Church BEER. Please join us on
Wednesday 17 December 2.00 p.m. Reflective café style worship with
Holy Communion followed by refreshments, everyone welcome. A space
for carers and those cared for at home.
Monday 22 December—- CHECKHOUSE 11.00 a.m.

If you know someone living at home or someone who would like a one-to-one
visit in residential care, please contact either Mary or Sue on their mobile
numbers. Information leaflets about Anna Chaplaincy ministry are displayed
at St Gregory’s and St Michael’s churches. Thank you for your support and
prayers.

Anna Chaplain Mary - 07805655335 Anna Chaplain Sue — 07802649155
The church office - CONTACT 01297 23656
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B Join the Crew — Be Part of Beer Regatta! &
The Beer Regatta Committee Needs YOU!

Help us keep one of Devon’s most loved traditions alive and
thriving. Whether you're a master planner, a creative thinker, or
just love being part of a great local event — we have a spot for
you on the team!

2% Why Volunteer?
Be part of a historic village event with deep roots
Help organise fun, family-friendly activities

Blank maees pannle in vnnr corm it

R TR Pl PR i e e, T

I I1:!It:.. 11]:1 e :.-..:r.. !|-.||-|:|1 !|||_' 1 '|t.||||," |||1|‘
= | What We Need:
.':'.’21:: C E"'I’“"d'T"'lt'l.'"Tq

- & ¥ . LR i

Marketing & 'i‘.m_-i:ui Miedia Vnilmreere

You every step of the way.

-—— mm——— e Sl B ESLELFENL LU&MLJI\JL.



Fine FDUHE' ation Centre The fish have now returned to the

; . sea, most of them having grown
Beer Village Heritage considerably since taking up

Reg. Charity hfr-’lfi'ﬂ?'lﬁiﬂ residence in the tanks. Hopefully
they had time to acclimatise to
their new environment before the recent wintery weather. They have
definitely had to cope with some very stormy days. The Fine
Foundation Centre is open at weekends until New Year. We have set
out a new display of Axe Valley pottery, making best use of the fish
tanks. Another addition is an information board looking at ways in
which the village has changed over the years. The research was done
to celebrate the 60™ anniversary of the East Devon Area of Outstanding

Natural Beauty (now East Devon National Landscape) and deserves a
wider audience.

We will be hosting our annual Beach Clean on New Year’s Day. Do
come and join us at 1100 — just the opportunity to blow away any
cobwebs!

Last month we encouraged you to join Beer Film Society to see “The
Last Custodians. The Voice of the Fleet” which starred our local
fishermen. It was a really good opportunity to understand the
challenges facing the industry locally, and David Attenborough’ film
“Ocean” echoed what was said and how it related globally. Both films
gave us a great deal of food for thought.

The next Branscombe Project talk is on January 26™ when we will
return to Vindolanda, by Hadrian’s Wall, to find out how climate
change is affecting the excavations. Many of the artefacts about which
we heard last January are preserved by being in boggy land. The bogs
are gradually drying out, and the Roman remains, especially those
made of wood, such as the correspondence written on bark, is being
destroyed.

You may have heard that Lyme Regis Cobb is in urgent need of repair.
The harbour wall was originally built around 700 years ago and repairs
were originally planned to start in 2017 as part of Phase 5 of the
stabilisation of the water front. Work is currently underway to carry
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out remedial work and the local community is being asked to support
further plans. This report is too late to advertise their initial public
engagement session on November 27" but, if you have any thoughts on
a way forward in protecting such an iconic structure, you can forward
them to: www.dorsetccoasthaveyoursay.co.uk/lyme-regis-cobb-
stabilisation-scheme.

Many of you will have visited Branscombe recently to visit the
exhibition relating to a suggested nutrient reprocessing plant at
Hangman Stone. The concept is based on the technology that can
recycle farm waste to produce gas and fertiliser. Whether the
suggested site is appropriate will be a major discussion point once the
idea is put before the planning authorities.

The recent heavy rain showers have topped up the pond. However,
the local sycamores have been shedding their leaves in great profusion,
so removing them with a rake has been one of our recent tasks. Once
in the water the leaves will break down, releasing nutrients which will
increase the growth of various algae, Don’t attempt to rake out the silt
at the bottom of the pond as various animals, like newts and dragonfly
nymphs, will be settled there for the winter.

Beer Village Heritage is a registered charity, and we rely on annual
subscriptions and donations in order to run the Fine Foundation Centre
and the Bomb Shelter. Annual subscriptions are now due and have been
kept at £3 per person. You can give yours to a committee member, put
it in the diver’s tank in the centre or leave it at the Post Office. Don’t
forget to include your name and contact details. Thank you to everyone
who has already sent theirs to us.

You’ll find the Beer Village Heritage walks and I-Spy online via our
website: http://www.beervillageheritage.org.uk . We apologise that
some of the links on the site are not working.

If you would like to be involved with ’BE E ,Q
running the Fine Foundation Centre and ( 3

\lil\lorking t(i lf)ringd
w1t ist to li 1
our cher activities, plegse talk to our conserve out environmment
Chairman, David Morling on 01297 ’/1'[ for future generations
625045.

lage Hert 2
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m "ﬁm We are delighted to report that the total

donations and sponsor money received for
our RNLI Annual Autumn Ramble was
£520 that included £196 from Alastair's
Justgiving.com fundraising page. Additional cash donations are
still welcome and we thank everyone who supported our walkers
and contributed to the total.

At the time of writing my report we were looking forward to
taking our RNLI Christmas cards, calendars, diaries and gifts to
Axe Yacht Club on Friday 28th November and to the Seaton
Chamber Christmas Lights Switch Independent Market on
Saturday 29th November, Colyton Christmas Fair on Wednesday
3rd December and Beer Festive Christmas Fair on Friday 5th
December. We will be returning to Axe Yacht Club during the
morning of Sunday 7th December and attending Carols on the
Cliff at Beer in the evening.

After the seventh of December the Christmas cards and other
items are to be transferred to the Lyme Regis Shop and we will be

concluding 2025 with our Tesco Christmas Collection on Friday
19th December.

As we move into 2026 our first event of the year will be our RNLI
SOS Table Top Sale on Saturday 31st January at the Mariners
Hall. There will be bacon baps, tea, coftee, cake and a variety of
stalls. The doors will be open to sellers from 8am and open to
buyers from 9am to 12.30pm. Further details will be available by
contacting me on wac500@hotmail.co.uk

As we progress through 2026 we are also looking forward to our
Review of the Year in March (date to be confirmed) and assisting
at the Grizzly Drink Station on Sunday 8th March, the RNLI
Mayday Appeal, our Beer Lifeboat Weekend in July and going to
the regular and additional events that we may attend.
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We hope to see you in the new year and we extend a big thank
you to everyone who has supported us during 2025 whether it be
by volunteering, donating, or purchasing from our shop at Jubilee
Gardens. Your support is greatly valued by us here at the local
branch of the RNLI and at RNLI Headquarters. Additional
volunteers are always needed and welcome and if you would like
to help at our events please contact me Wendy Cummins or to
volunteer at our shop at Beer please contact our Shop Manager
Richard Hare on 07752393640. Volunteering is a great way to
make new friends and achieve new skills so come and see us. All
help given will also be greatly appreciated.

We send our best wishes to everyone for Christmas and the New
Year.

Wendy Cummins

Secretary Fundraising/Events
Seaton Beer and District Branch RNLI
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For Older People and their cm
A Place to Meet, Relax & Worship
9th December ml’.

Happy Christmas!
13th January 2026

ANNA'S
P L A c E [--'IEI]II';I:-;Eg | Dementia S#ﬁti‘tiue
a2 Disabled Facilities

Special 30 minute
worship for |
Older People :
Followed by Refreshments qﬁ'
Music and Memories,
Wednesdays from 2pm
at 5t Michael's, Beer:

Anng Chaplain
1o baoll your place

December 17th

21st January
All are welcome! 1%
Dementia Supportive 4
Come, receive th mﬂ?a’;u
God's Grace
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BEER PARISH COUNCIL NEWS LETTER - DECEMBER 2025

The meeting began with Public Participation, by a group of Residents
who wished to proclaim their concerns over the possibility of a
Nutrient Bio Plant being sited at Normands Grave. This plot of land is
close to Hangmans Stone, but lies within the Branscombe Parish
boundary, albeit adjacent to the Beer parish boundary. It is primarily
an issue for Branscombe Parish Council, but of great concern to both
parishes. Tim Stevens, our Chairman, is in constant contact with the
Chairman of Branscombe Parish Council and they are working together
to monitor this situation closely. John Heath our District Councillor is
also involved, but unfortunately at this present time we are all in limbo,
as the original Scoping Document which set out to describe the plant
and its purpose, has now been withdrawn. Unfortunately, there is
nothing that we can do

until such time as another Scoping document is produced, as we do not
have any facts on which to base objections. Beer Parish Council will
keep in touch with the deputation of residents through their delegated
contact and inform them and all other residents of future
developments.

We then moved on to other matters on the Agenda and we will be
asking our local workman, Kevin (Bun), to weed and clean up the
parking bays in The Meadows. Those who have parking bays there will
be informed when this will take place and requested to move their cars
on that day. We are also considering making some changes to the bays
to allow more space for today’s larger vehicles and setting them at a
different angle to make parking easier.

The Council discussed and approved the sending of a letter (which had
been drafted by Cllr. Mo Westlake) to DCC Highways regarding the
Disabled Parking Bay in Fore Street.

District Councillor John Heath’s Report -

The wall to the Closed Cemetery in Clapps Lane has been repaired and
commended the workmen for the excellent job they have carried out.
The Badger Sets have now been removed from this cemetery and the
Badgers have been taken to another location. Streetscene workers are
scheduled to cut back the overgrowth on the bank behind the Chapel
of Rest leading up to Barline.

continues...
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...continued
The defective railings at Underleys are now scheduled on the priority
list to be replaced. This should take place early in December.

The Water leaks in Park Road have been repaired and there should
soon be information about the Contractors that will be responsible for
carrying out repairs and renovations to the Peazens Flats.

Cllr. Heath also reported that he had recently been informed that,
thanks to the work of the “Save Seaton Hospital” working group, that
none of the existing services at Seaton Hospital will be lost.

Beer Parish Council discussed holding a Public Consultation of Beer
Residents, to consider the Request for Pedestrianisation of Common
Lane. Itis hoped that the consultation will take place in January.

We are looking into obtaining quotes for updating the Beer Village
Website and will give more information on this at a later date.

Cllr. Simon Whitelock reported that a workgroup is hoping to make
some temporary repairs to the roof of the Chapel of Rest, until such
time as a full repair can be carried out.

Beer Parish Council is intending to carry out a detailed survey of all the
highways gullies and drains and pot holes around the village.

There is now a new committee for the management of the Mariners
Hall with Martin Ball as its Chairman. We wish them every success in
looking after this very valuable village asset.

The Christmas Forum has been working hard to organise a number of
events to take place in the village during December leading up to
Christmas. Information about these events can be found on the village
websites and it is hoped that they will be well supported.

Thursday 4*" December
12.00pm Qver 70s Christmas Lunch by the WI

3.00pm onwards... Puffins Pre School Christmas Fair,
at Puffins Pre School, Mare Lane.

6.30pm Beer Film Society host “Four Mothers” with festive treats!
Friday 5" December

3.00pm — 7.00m Craft Fair in St Michael’s Church with Father Christmas
in his Grotto
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3.00pm —8.00pm Late Night shopping

4.00pm Ponies from Munchkins Miniature Shetland Rescue outside the
Congregational Church

5.30pm Christmas lights Big Switch On with carol singing
6.00pm Children’s Disco

Saturday 6" December

10.00am Wreath Making Course run by local florist Holly Wood
(details from Rock Villa Off Licence)

7.00pm for 7.30pm Christmas Bingo with Olly

Sunday 7*" December

12.00pm — 2.00pm Deliver cakes to the Great Beer Bake Off
Competition in the Dolphin

Judging at 2.30pm with special guest judge, Grant!

5.30pm Candlelit Carols on the Cliff

Monday 8" December

7.00pm for 7.30pm start Christmas Quiz at St. Michael’s Church
Saturday 13" December

2.00pm Wourlitzer Concert “Music for All” in the Congregational Church
Tuesday 16" December

12.00pm Community lunch at Steamers — booking required
7.00pm Carols in the Barrel in The Barrel of Beer

Sunday 21* December

4.00pm Christingle Service at St. Michael’s Church

Wednesday 24" December

5.30pm Candlelit Carol Service in the Congregational Church
Thursday 25" December

Christmas Services at the Congregational Church and St. Michael’s
Church

The Beer Parish Council wish you all a Happy Christmas

We also wish to remind you that we still have some empty seats on the
Council and would welcome some more volunteers to join us.

-15-




H H ] -y - -
Beer Film Society Bagr Flli) Sedigiy
To mark the start of the festive season Beer Film Society will be showing
Four Mothers (15, 2024, 1hr 29mins) on Thursday December 4th at the

Mariners’ Hall. CDmEd}’ Drﬂmﬂ

Four Mothers is a gentle, bittersweet Irish comedy drama about a writer with free CRrStmas treats
torn between promoting his new book and his responsibilities as his (chEEolTtes Minte piesand stollen bites)

mother's carer.
Mothers
Four Mothers features a fine ensemble that expertly brings out its

characters’ different personalities, beliefs and life experiences. 1eenis Darren «« Colin Thornton
Tom Dawson. Radio Times. 4*

Not only that, all of a sudden three of his best pals hand over their
mothers to him and over the course of one chaotic weekend in Dublin he
has to juggle the demands of his burgeoning career while taking care of
four eccentric, combative and wild different ladies.

What could have been a sentimental plodder gets a pleasingly acerbic
tang from the bracing cattiness of the dialogue.

The writing is sharp and witty, with not a word out of place.
Khushi Jain. Film Ireland Magazine.

&
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When the credits rolled, I wanted to spend more time with these
characters and that’s about the highest compliment I can give.

Scott Phillips. Forbes Magazine.

rd payment

So that’s the film but it is not all that Beer Film Society is serving up to
celebrate the festive season. As in previous years we will be handing out
FREE treats, including chocolates, mince pies and stollen bites.

L |

—

[SUCIYsNI uso dnod Sulg

Also, a reminder the film is FREE to all members - so if you join the BFS I N
on the night for just £15 you won’t pay any more - and will get discounted T n LIFSdd Y E,} ecembpel
entry tickets (£5 instead of £7) for the following 12 months.

Doors open at 6.30pm with the film starting at 7pm. Card payment lﬁmgﬁjl IF'LEjlt

preferred please. The bar will be open and Baboo Gelato ice creams will

be available. Doors open 6.30pm start time - 7,00 pm
Finally, we would like to thank everyone for their support this year and . b 2T

next month we will give details of our film programme for the opening Members £5.00 non members £7.00
four months of 2026. numbers limited - to book tickets email beerfilmsociety[Dgmail.com
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Revitalising Beer Chapel - Community Update

We're delighted to share an update on the journey to breathe new
life into the old chapel and make it a
vibrant purposeful space for our
1community.

Ouir first public meeting was a great
success — Around 50 people from
the village attended and contributed
ideas, practical considerations and

valuable insights for the chapel’s
future. From that enthusiasm, real
progress has followed!

Since then:

» A feasibility report was completed,
exploring options for future use, water - :
and power connections, toilet facilities, and roofing solutions.

» Meetings were held with contractors, as well as the National Grid
and a water company to explore practical next steps.

* A proposal has been drafting exploring possibilities for the
chapel’s future, which includes exploring Champing (see https://
champing.co.uk/) as a creative use of the space.

« A working group has been formed, and the Parochial Church
Council (PCC) of St Michael's Church has approved the creation of
a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (ClO) — to be known as
CAB (Chapel Association Beer) — to take the project forward.
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* Trustees of the CIO including members of the community have
been appointed, a constitution agreed, and an application is being
submitted to the Charity Commission.

» With the help of the Community Payback team, volunteers, and
Beer Parish Council, the area around the chapel has been cleared
— a huge thank you to everyone who pitched in!

 East Devon District Council has begun important work on the
churchyard wall, including repointing and making it safe. Also,
further grass-cutting around the churchyard has taken place, with
the upper bank underneath Barline among plans to be addressed.
*A huge thanks to Steve Rodgers manager of Beer Quarry Caves
for hosting a wonderful event at the caves which raised £1000 for
the project and to Kim and Jayne Aplin for another generous
donation of £250 from the Beer Pumpkin Show.

Of course, there are challenges ahead — the roof remains a major
issue, with both short- and long-term plans being made. A bat
survey will be needed before full restoration, but in the meantime,
tarpaulin will be used to prevent further damage, and quotes are
being finalised to repair the roof to keep the building safe,
watertight, and looking cared for.

This is an exciting step forward — thank you to everyone who's
supported this project so far and tremendous efforts behind the
scenes of many individuals. Together, we're seeking to ensure the
chapel remains a living part of our community for generations to
come.

If you're interested in being part of the chapel project, attending a
meeting, offering your skills or time for future work, or simply wish
to be kept informed of progress, we’d love to hear from you! Watch
this space for upcoming information about a community
membership opportunity to support CAB.

Best wishes.
CAB
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Researchers at the
University of Exeter
are working with
Clinton Devon Estates
and the Pebblebed
Heaths Conservation
Trust.

We want to hear from

Help us
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The Children’s Society House Box Collection 2025

Most of the boxes from Beer and Seaton have now been collected and
the total amount currently stands at an amazing £788.55. Thanks to the
continued generosity of our local House Box Holders, the money raised
will help The Children’s Society to provide support for children who have
challenging lives, often being a young carer for parents or younger
siblings or perhaps a young person who needs support with emotional or
mental health issues.

A special word of appreciation goes to Pat Edmunds for her wonderful
service as our local ‘House Box Coordinator’ over many years and for her
kindness in sharing her experience with a ‘newbie’. Thanks also to Jackie
and lan at Beer Post Office for facilitating a local pay point, which was a
great help.

If you still have a box and would like it collected, please leave your details
with St Gregory’s Church office on 01297 23656 or email
seatonchurch@hotmail.co.uk and | will contact you to arrange a
collection. If you would like to join the House Collection Box Scheme or
wish to donate directly to the Children’s Society, please contact them on
0300 303 7000 or visit www.childrenssociety.org.uk , where you will also
find more information about their services for children and young people.

Another very enjoyable way to contribute to the work of the Children’s
Society, is to join us at our annual CHRISTINGLE SERVICE at St Michael’s
Church on Sunday 21 December at 4pm. We will be retelling the
Nativity Story, singing carols and distributing traditional Christingles.
Refreshments will be kindly provided by the ladies of the Altar Guild. Any
donations, gratefully received, will be given to the Children’s Society.

Thanks again for all your support.

Ann Stott (Local House Box Coordinator)
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Light Party

As the nights drew in, the clocks changed, and nature’s warm
golden tones adorned the trees, welcoming the October half
term week, St Michael’s church and St Gregory’s centre
welcomed children and their families for Light Parties, with fun
activities, stories and refreshments.

Children made large, colourful lighthouses, chocolate candles,
bug catchers, space-themed bookmarks and lit-up astronauts.

And fairy lights added a “special” touch to a couple of the
craft activities.

-22-

It was lovely seeing families working together as they gathered
for craft activities, listened to “Shine,” an inspiring story written
by USA Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor, and sang
“This little light of mine”, accompanied by the piano. The
atmosphere was delightful and we even made it into the
Diocese’s Roots and Shoots Newsletter!!

The wonderful team of volunteers made these two parties
possible. A huge thank you to everyone for their help,
kindness and creativity. We could not have done it without
you.

Images with the kind permission of the parents.
Monica Weber-Butler

-23-



All seasons pass

every November

when the nights are indisputably long

and the darkness stark and damp

and the falling leaves render bare the skeletons of the trees that bore
them

| like to imagine the approaching winter as a valley
over which | cast an imaginary fishing line

several times

until my hook catches

upon one of the stalks of the delicate white bells
of the first snowdrops of next year

and somehow

this autumnal ritual

allows my body and soul and mind to accept
December’s chilling descent

and January’s long and seemingly silent
response

because in order to live well
upon these Isles

we all have to learn

how to handle winter’s
deep embrace

and how to hold
and carry
the promise of spring

Stephen Hancock

Above is another of Stephen Hancock's poems "All seasons pass". 1

was going to include it in last month's edition (November) but

didn't want his poem about Michael Walton to get lost so used that

instead, which I hope you liked.

"All seasons pass" seems appropriate for any winter month

...if referring to this part of the year...or is it an allegorical statement

of how to survive our own bleaker moments... See what you think.
Editor
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Beer@devon.Wl.org.uk
‘[ EWI 07710520055
INSPIRING WOMEN We are nearly in Depember gnd S0, in
the December meeting we will be
making Christmas decorations under the guidance of
Anne Robinson. Bring some greenery from your gardens

if you can.

Before that we have an archery event at Escot on
November 28" organised by Anne Gladstone and a
guided walk in Branscombe on November 30" of about 1
1/2 hours meeting at the Sea Shanty café.

On December 19" there is ten pin bowling in Exmouth.
Anne Gladstone has the details.

We have the over 70’s lunch on December 4™, by ticket
only, all 80 places have been booked. Wayne will be
cooking so a feast is in store! There will be a raffle too.

This is always an enjoyable event.

Regular activities include:

Book Club at Isabella’s on December 1=t

Cards every Thursday afternoon with Barbara and Penny

Creative writing will meet on November 24" at Chris’
house at 2.30 pm

Plant/flower of the month:

We award the cup this month to Barbara Greaves.
Congratulations! Penny is second and Anne Gladstone
third.

For more details, please contact Chris Paul 01297
792129
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Counting the impact of rural estates

Rural estates are responsible for managing some of the most beautiful
and nature-rich areas of the countryside, they also play an
important role providing rural homes and businesses. Researchers
at the Centre for Rural Policy Research, University of Exeter are
working with Clinton Devon Estates to understand how rural estate
activities have wider impact. To do this, the project measures how
well the Estate is restoring nature, supporting local communities
and creating economic opportunities.

The views of Clinton Devon Estates’ stakeholders are critical to
understand the impact of the Estate on those who live, work and
visit there. Stakeholders include (and are not limited to):
Commercial, farm or residential tenants
People attending talks on the Estate
Businesses operating within Estate
Project partners, contractors and suppliers _
To take part, stakeholders should use the QR
code or visit https://sites.exeter.ac.uk/

Dog walkers, horse riders and ramblers
E ! E
boundaries
ruralestatevalues/survey/ by 19 December 2025.
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The newsreader warns us that we are about to see distressing sights.
And we do. Children in hospital with amputated limbs, parents kneeling
in rubble beside a form wrapped in a white sheet, something
unidentifiable lying among broken stones blurred by the camera. We are
left to imagine what it is. If it is possible for television to deliver
heartbreak then this is it.

We are looking at other people’s suffering.  Other lives being turned
upside down and emptied. They are the content, the substance of the
24 hour news cycle.

There is a powerful impulse here to react: anger, frustration, helplessness,
pity. And perhaps too we feel wonderment at what human beings still
do today to other human beings. We look away. We change channel.
What can we do?

Do we give up, because the history of humanity is the story of
continuous tribal warfare, because nationalism still dominates life
everywhere, because most human beings identify with a particular nation
and its history — which makes others into ‘others’, outsiders, enemies.

Or do we feel compassion — the overwhelming fellow-feeling for others
— when we see human suffering? Not everyone is open to compassion
because anger or bitterness blocks the pity. Why does this happen?
Does this need to happen?

People in extremities of suffering, are a living question to us who watch
their plight on our screens. What is my response to the events? If |
become angry, am | helping? Or am | contributing to the difficulty?

We cannot change the world. Whatever it is we feel about what is
happening, the one thing we have control over is our response. This
world is a reflection of humanity and each one of us contributes to that
communal energy by our thoughts and by our actions. We are what we
think and do. We have choice. You can allow anger and condemnation
to fill your mind. Or you can see the grief and trauma that others are
experiencing and allow that to break your heart.

In every age of human history the family of human beings on this planet
has inflicted suffering on itself. What matters always is how you respond
to that: can your compassion be big enough and wide enough to
envelop humankind in a positive light?

We add to healing when we feel deeply the sorrow of unnecessary
suffering.
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BEER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH -
SERVICES

Sunday December 7t - 10am Morning Service with Holy Communion -
Sunday December 14 - 10am A Service of Christmas Joy -
Sunday December 21 - 10am A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Pies -
Christmas Eve - 5-30pm Carol Service by Candlelight -
Christmas Day - 9-30am Short Christmas Morning Service -
Sunday December 28" - 10am Morning Service -
Sunday January 5% - 10am Epiphany Morning Service
with Holy Communion -

Late Night Shopping - Friday December 5th - Chapel open - do come
and view the Christmas decorations and listen to Christmas music
played on the Wurlitzer organ by Geoffrey Boult. Free admission.
Come and go as you please.

Coffee Mornings in the Hall - 10-30am to 12 noon -
December 4th and 18th
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122 8388 22,

YOUR “LOCAL” CONTACTS *

Parish Council

John Heath clirjiheath@beer-pc.gov.uk
Maureen Westlake clirmwestlake@beer-pc.gov.uk
Martin Shobbrook  clirmshobbrook@beer-pc.gov.uk
Timothy Stevens clirtstevens@beer-pc.gov.uk
Karen Stevens clirkstevens@beer-pc.gov.uk.com
Simon Reeve clirsreeve@beer-pc.gov.uk
Caroline Thompson  cllrcthompson@beer-pc.gov.uk
Simon Whitelock clirswhitelock@beer-pc.gov.uk
Clir Carole Arnold  cllrcarnold@beer-pc.gov.uk

Clerk to the Council:  clerk@beer-pc.gov.uk

' Internal Auditor. Jacqui Peskett - Aalgaard Renshaw

Business Solutions Ltd.

East Devon District Councillor I
John Heath 07966 089257 ‘
Devon County Councillor
Paul Arnott paul.arnott@devon.gov.uk *

Member of Parliament Richard Foord
Email: Richard.Foord.MP@parliament.uk
Tel: 0207 219 8349

Post:
East Devon Business Centre, Honiton, EX14 1SF

8 8 22 2 o
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Advertisements Advertisement(s)

| Gawlands Holiday Cottages, Beer

www.garlandsatbeer.co.uk

One and two bedvoomed. self calering cotlnges:
,;}E::_La ViEMW Y '
rivatle parking
Comforialile en-suide bedyoo
Lawrge landscaped garden
Dog friendly
Few minuttes walk to- the beaches; puls, shopy
For reservationy jee website or tel. 07568 358712

[HTURFORD & HOLLAND
HERITAGE

+
PERIOD PROPERTY

RESTORATIONS AHD REHOVATIONS
LIME PLASTIRING - COB REPAIRS - STOHE MASONRY

Discover over 300 of the finest holiday ‘

cottages in Dorset & Devon

www.hhheritage.co.uk
D297 4433263 wolidays.co.uk L}?'if}.!. 358 {1?(}

hhheritage@hotmail.com
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Advertisement(s) Advertisement(s)
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Exgarianced. friendly and local i Specialist Chocolate Shop with plenty more besides.
RIBA Chartered itectural Hand-made 1 hocol
Practice, working across the and-made luxury chocolates.
South West. Locally handmade fudge & Devon preserves.
Sciiliskig it sttt A wide range of confectionery.
L}= 1 | LT : : :
reuse of listed buildings, Pick & Mix sweets.
residential extensions and Beautiful gifts & homewares.
renovations. Jewellery & clothing.
; -'_ Call Luke McAdam for a chat Beer souvenirs, games & soft toys.
¥ about your project, and to see Cards & stationery. :
how we can help: Open 10am-5pm daily during summer (Reduced hours at other times)
0138 458777, i Fore Street, Beer EX12 3]B - Tel 01297 625999

Follow us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM:
@chocolateandmoreinbeer

-

Connecting the community with fresh, local and ethical food:

IN MY BACK YARD

Order weekly online or by phone from a network of small-
scale, independent local producers and suppliers. We now
deliver to homes and collection points across East Devon.

SUCCESSFULLY SELLING COUNTRY
AND VILLAGE PROPERTY IN YOUR PARISH
1f you would like any advice, please contact your local Devon ream:

Sk N ——— inmybackyard.c I 01297 680 6ol

01404 42456 | devon@humberts.com D VTR VI SEN. 184
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Advertisement(s)

GB Building &
Maintenance

Conservation Building
Historic, Listed, Traditional
Lime Plastering, Stone
Work, Cob Walling repairs,
Lime Wash, Breathable
silicate paints.
Listed Heritage Member
01823 283212
07776 032289

gb_building@hotmail.co.uk

Actionline Decorating Ltd
Painting & Decorating

- Exterior & Interior -
ome! & Business
onservation projects

- Fully insured

 Dulux Select Decorators
Compg@y registered, Dulux 2yr guarantee on work
Approved contractors to the National Trust

Local, reliabl professional service
07785345904
01297 20001
www.actionline-decorating.com
e. info@actionline-decorating.com

",

®@actionlinedecorating

Industrial
IC Coating
Supplies

Specialist Metal
Finishers

Renovate your wrought iron gates, railings, tables, etc!

We provide a variety of services ranging from Powder Coating to
Hot Zinc Spray and Shot Blasting. We keep a range of about

100 colours in stock. Most are exterior polyesters, which provide
excellent durability and colour retention on gates, railings

and garden furniture.
Phone: 01884 34506

email: coatingsupplies@aol.com www.industrialcoatingsupplies.co.uk

Units 1+2 Simmons Place, Kingsmill Industrial Estate, Cullompton EX15 1BH

- B Sl

Opening Times:
Monday - Thursday 8am - 5pm
Friday 7am - 1pm
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% : s
lendology-cic

Lending, oth Heart and Minel

East Devon District Councll fund a
not-for-profit loan scheme for homeowners and landlords’.

We understand the sxpense of maintaining yoor home and we wark with
vou to take the stress out of funding repairs, improvements or adaptations.
We s2e you &8 an indivdual, not a credit score. Our knowledgeable team of advisers
will guide you through the process of applying for a home improvement loan,

For & no-obligetion assessment or more inlormation
vizit www lendology.orguk or call 01823 401099

Heatherton Park Stodios, Bradford on Tone, Teunton, TA4 1E0

vl b= el

HANSFORDS FUNERAL SERVICE

Still a family run business, serving the local
community of East Devon for over 50 years

Golden _L'hart{*r 1e. 01297 22538

{24 Hour Service)

{)fice and Chapel of Rest ar

Bay View, Trevelyan Rd,
Seaton, Ex12 2NL
www.hansfords-funeral.co.uk = et
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Advertisement(s)
( HubCoreSupport

Huh Lare Support s hera to hedp sow T tha best cars amd s upport by a=

0 Your Care | Your Choloce | Youwr Hub

irvbrgad ecirw vou to high sy, acorsdht el Personal Assstants (P As)

s TR 1 AN APETy. W TE 3 SLDGOT Srics That pves v g

Byl S, IDur PO can hesp willth

01392 982 B32 | exeter@hubcaresupport.co.uk

www . hubcaresupport.co.uk

Love food but hate plastic waste??
Naked Larder Sidmouth, based in Weston, is a unique plastic
and packaging-free grocery service offering re-fillable dry food
goods, eco-friendly cleaning & personal care products ethically,
and sustainably sourced at affordable prices. Simple to use -
order online & collect using your own containers once a month.
** Now open every Monday 2-4pm (except Bank Holidays) **
Get 10% off your first order with GIVEUSATRY www.
nakedlardersidmouth.co.uk

Advertisement(s)
@ BEER. HEAD
RIGINA] CARAVAN PARK
COTTAGES BEER, NR. SEATON, DEVON EXLE 5AH

Fore Street, Beer
COTTAGE HOLIDAYS IN BEER &

NEIGHBOURING VILLAGES TO

SUIT ALL TASTES AND POCKETS ;flunliintl-:-. Fs "I"m S
www.originalcottages.co.uk VICWS 1101 CACH Caravan.

: o Tel: 01297
Tel: (01297) 23221 21107/20003

www.beer-head.com

Beer Post Office

is now part of
Rock Villa Off-Licence

and general store

Caravans for Hire, Shop,
Small tent area,

Beer Tool Shop
at

Dolphin Antique Centre

open th?r; 3123(7 e?(ge:sp?'zl'uesdays F?)??S;r??tégiefr
GERRY DAWSON

Service available seven days
a week during the store’s

_ opening hours -

Find us on Mon-Sat10am-1pm, 2pm-6pm|

Facebook Sunday: 12 - 4pm

info@secondhandtools.co.uk
Trading locally since 1980

Stuiarts Siveepinge Serviee

Sappar ouT kel races - us 3 oo Chimaey Swieg

AN,
_;3‘ ‘g‘_ A clean chimney is a safe chimney F-"'"\
- - A
-4 y: Chimney, woodburner and range cooker sweepng . '!

Bird's nest removal, Camera inspections. Power sweeping
Woodbumers and liners installed. Cowls and bird splhﬂs fitted.

e L | i
I J -:qu. -1.:_-|_| ..-l
SWEEP E A
BAFE vening and weekend appoiniments available HEI'AE ,,f
Mg oo Thw Guy of Mastar Seeaps

HETAS -l_.'ui'mm:l ey i-mﬁl FETAS J i ki er Fapn Sl aecmediied, WYL nagmid Raitch
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THE BEST SELECTION

Of South West Arts and Crafts -
Anywhere

MARINE HOUSE AT BEER
STEAM GALLERY AT BEER

E-mail: infoi@marinehouse-at-beer.co.uk
www.marinehouseatbeer.co.uk

01297 625257
01297 625144

WOOZIE'S DELI Beer Village Stores

BEER Fore Street, Beer
Groceries & Household Goods - Frozen Goods
Tel: (1297 2007 Cold Drinks & Snacks - Fresh Bread

Beer, Wine & Spirits - Sweets & Confectionery

D | i L A - DIY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ry Cleaning & Laundry Agent

Cffering: FRESH & FROZFEN PRODHUICE,
A VARIETY OF SAVOURY PASTIES,
PFIES & FLANS,

Try: DMK LICAL CHEESES,
EXOTIC SUNDRIED TOMATOES
& OLIVES
Ao aveilable: FRESH BREAD.
HOME-MADE TREACLE TAKTS
& APFPLE PIES, Hic

s‘,a\’ Open 7 days a week M"ga
For enquiries call 01297 21782 e

THE DOLPHIN THE ANCHOR INN

HOTEL AT BEER
FORE STREET, BEER
TELEPHONE: (0129720068 Welcome to The Anchor!

Fully licensed restaurant and bars
Ensuite bedrooms with sea views

Food served all day everyday

28 B Saite Rooms
Full A La Carte M
Freah Seafeds o F-pll'l. inkiry
Frivale Paoking

Functiois & Confemnces Cliff top beer garden with
Fiahin- ™ Woldkg Runants= ot panoramic views of the bay
nder new manageme Tel: 01297 20386 for reservations
Now U Dog friendly
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Advertisement(s)

SED
NOW CLO Anmversary of

2025 Celebfﬁtegg:‘ef gtht Railway!
corama .co.uk

Beer

PECORAMA + BEER * EX12 INA + www.pecorama.co.uk W

LOOKING FOR A NEW
DRIVEWAY, PATHWAY PATIO?

Filtw g4 i, BanLrils 5t SOLS
SERVICES

+ Mg Div|voways Paghs & Pazio ’ | T—
= Dwlvesway Widening E ﬂ-u|_+-..1 !q-:.um
* Perrmmabie Sud's
Camplant Tyaism
» UV Siabie
= Huge choice of caloan
* Arufucial grasa

UMIT 1AWOODLEYS DRIVE, EXETER ROAD, NEWTOMN POPPLEFORD EXI10 OB

U |395 56? U?i www.drivewaytransformations.co.uk
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(Beer Parish News]

very Happy Chrifaé
to all our readers

Thank you for your support over the
past year and please continue to
submit your news, reports, information
and articles so we can keep Beer
Parish News worth reading!

Editor

Copy for January 2026 to be with the Editor
by Friday 19th December, at very latest please.

henryjaggers@btinternet.com
01297 20858 Green Bank, 9 Clinton Rise EX12 3DZ

kkhkkkkkkkkkkkkikkkikk
Reading this in the black & white printed edition?

Visit https://lwww.beer-pc.gov.uk/ and click on
“Latest News” then on “Beer Parish News” to find

BEER PARISH NEWS in full colour !

-
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