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CHURCH DIRECTORY

In an emergency, parishioners should contact the Churchwarden 
(see above for phone number).

The P.C.C. of St Michael's Church, Beer, holds the copyright to articles written by its 
members. Please ask for permission before you use them. Other than articles written by 
church members, we do not own the copyright to any of the materials herein. Publication 
of items herein, including advertisements, does not imply endorsement by the P.C.C.

www.coastalchurch.org.uk
VICAR Rev Justin Montague coastalvicar@hotmail.com
                                                    07308 264614
Parish Administrator Helen Knight     seatonchurch@hotmail.co.uk    23656
Parish Finance Officer  Helen Moulding  cmctreasurer@hotmail.com
Local Pioneer Minister Rev Shuna George Pritchard  shuna.art@gmail.com
ST MICHAEL’S ...
Churchwarden: Penny Grant       pennygrant@hotmail.co.uk 24008
Secretary: Mrs Jean Smith   07412'010245

Altar Guild: Mrs P. Bewick 21954
Mrs Y. Hawker 22191

Choir: Dr G. Butler (Practice Tuesday 5-6pm) 21375
Organist: Dr G. Butler 21375
Children’s Society:  Ann Stott  seatonchurch@hotmail.co.uk               23656
Families Worker: Amy Dare  mrandmrsdare22@gmail.com
Children’s Team: Gayle Chapple, Amy Dare, Jenny Ross
Worship Team:        Gayle Chapple, Lynne Bees, Penny Grant, 
          Yvonne Hawker, Angela Ould, Jenny Ross
Pastoral Team: Mrs G. Chapple (sec) 07794 838219 

Mrs Y. Hawker, Mrs P. Bewick, 
Mrs E. Singleton,
Mrs S. Anderson

ANNA CHAPLAINS:    Mary Casey   email caseymary119@gmail.com
Phone: 23656 or 07805 655335

       &  Sue Craker Mobile 07802 649155 email: susanawhelan@icloud.com
Safeguarding Officer: Mrs G. Chapple  07794 838219

Beer Parish News Dr Henry Jaggers, Green Bank, 9 Clinton Rise, 20858
Editor: Beer.  Email: henryjaggers@btinternet.com

Area code for all phone numbers above is 01297 unless shown otherwise

S t M ICHAEL’S CHURCH
St Michael's Church, Beer

www.coastalchurch.org.uk

Sunday services in Beer are often on Facebook. If you can’t come to church, 
you can watch and hear them there, either live or later at a time convenient to you!

Calendar for DECEMBER 2025
Sun 30th Nov 9:30am United Service Communion  Advent Sunday

6:30pm Advent Carol Service at SEATON 
Tue 2nd Dec 5:00pm Choir Practice
Wed 3rd 8:30am Open the Book at school
  10:00am Reflective Prayer
Fri 5th  10:00am Mickey’ Music Makers
  3:00 ~ 7:00pm Christmas Craft Fayre 
  with Father Christmas in his Grotto
Sun 7th  8:00am Holy Communion           2nd Sunday of Advent
  9:30am Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

5:30pm “Carols on the Cliff” (weather permitting)
Mon 8th 7pm for prompt 7:30pm start QUIZ Night 
  bring your own drinks and nibbles
Tues 9th 2:00pm~4:00pm Memory Church at SEATON
  5:00pm Choir Practice
Wed 10th  10:00am Holy Communion at BEER
Thurs 11th 10:00am Puffins’ Pre-School Nativity in Church 
  (refreshments available)
Fri 12th 10:00am Mickey’s Music Makers’ Christmas “Do”
Sun 14th   9:30am Holy Communion           3rd Sunday of Advent
  6:30pm Carols by Candlelight
Tues 16th  1:45pm Beer Primary School’s Christmas Service
  5:00pm Choir Practice
  7:30pm Carols in the Barrel (Barrel of Beer)
Wed 17th  8:30am Open the Book at school
  2:00pm Anna’s Place Simple 30 min service for older people
  5:30pm Evening Prayer at SEATON
Thurs 18th 6:30pm “Blue Christmas” at SEATON 
  A service for those who find Christmas difficult
Sat 20th  2:00pm Christingle making.  All help appreciated
Sun 21st  9:30am “Said”Communion
  4:00pm Children’s Society “Christingle” Service  4th Sunday of Advent
Tues 23rd 5:00pm Choir Practice
Wed 24th  10:00am Holy Communion at SEATON               Christmas Eve
  11:30pm Midnight Mass
Thurs 25th 9:30am Family Communion                 Christmas Day
Sun 28th   11:00am United Communion Service at SEATON 1st Sunday of Christmas

************************

www.coastalchurch.org.uk
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moments — and the songs that played around them — wove together the 
warmth, laughter, and love that made Christmas feel like home.

But music can also awaken a gentler sadness — that song that reminds us of 
the one who’s no longer there. The empty chair at the table, the favourite 
mug by the sink, the echo of laughter that now lives only in memory.

And yet, even here, music offers hope. Because at the heart of Christmas is 
the greatest song of all — the song of Love came down at Christmas. When 
Jesus was born, the angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace.” God’s love became flesh and blood, made his home among us, and 
promised us a place in his eternal home — where no one is alone, and the 
heavenly chorus sings forever at the banquet to end all banquets.

So, this Christmas, as you listen to familiar carols and fes�ve favourites, let 
their melodies remind you not only of where you’ve come from, but also of 
where you’re going — toward the God who made His home among us, who 
s�ll sings over us in love, and who calls us home, we just need to accept the 
invita�on.

Grace, peace and blessings for the season.

Revd Jus�n

ALTAR GUILD NEWS
Mee�ng held in St. Michael’s on November 11th 2025. 

Looking forward to the Christmas events in St Michael’s with the “Xmas 
Fare” as part of Beer Christmas fun weekend. 

Also our Chris�ngle service is on Sunday 21st December at 4pm 
followed by refreshments  not forge�ng the Christmas church services 
over this fes�ve period. 

It would be lovely if you could and join us, everyone is very welcome . 

The Altar Guild team wishes everyone a very Happy Christmas and 
Peaceful and Healthy New Year. 

God bless and look a�er each one another. 
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ANNA CHAPLAINCY
Mary and Sue are wishing you all a Very 
Happy Christmas together with a Peaceful 
and Joyous New Year.  A HUGE THANK 
YOU to all who have supported the 
ministry of Anna Chaplaincy during 2025, 
particularly our wonderful volunteers.  If 
you are interested in joining us as a 
volunteer, or training to become an Anna 

Chaplain or Anna Friend, please contact Mary or Sue for an 
informal chat and learn more about this wonderful ministry 
with older people in our communities of Seaton and Beer. 
December worship and events – If you have a loved one or friend 
you visit in one of the Seaton care homes, you might like to join us for our 
monthly activity and worship?  Please check with the care home prior to 
your visit in case anything has to be changed.
 Monday 8 December  NETHERHAYES 10.45 a.m.
 Tuesday 9 December– MEMORY CHURCH 2-4 p.m. Church centre 
St Gregory’s SEATON – For older people who find it difficult to worship 
in our church buildings. Worship, afternoon tea and making new friends. 
Interested? Phone 01297 23656
 Wednesday 10 December – THE MANOR 11.00 a.m.
 Thursday 11 December – THE SEATON 11.00 a.m.
 Monday 15 December - THORNFIELD – 11.00 a.m.
 Tuesday 16 December – LYME BAY VIEW 10.45 a.m.
ANNA’S PLACE at St Michael’s Church BEER. Please join us on 
Wednesday 17 December 2.00 p.m. Reflective café style worship with 
Holy Communion followed by refreshments, everyone welcome. A space 
for carers and those cared for at home.
 Monday 22 December– CHECKHOUSE 11.00 a.m.
If you know someone living at home or someone who would like a one-to-one 
visit in residential care, please contact either Mary or Sue on their mobile 
numbers.  Information leaflets about Anna Chaplaincy ministry are displayed 
at St Gregory’s and St Michael’s churches. Thank you for your support and 
prayers.
Anna Chaplain Mary - 07805655335   Anna Chaplain Sue – 07802649155
The church office - CONTACT 01297 23656
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The fish have now returned to the 
sea, most of them having grown 
considerably since taking up 
residence in the tanks. Hopefully 
they had time to acclimatise to 

their new environment before the recent wintery weather.  They have 
definitely had to cope with some very stormy days.  The Fine 
Foundation Centre is open at weekends until New Year.   We have set 
out a new display of Axe Valley pottery, making best use of the fish 
tanks.   Another addition is an information board looking at ways in 
which the village has changed over the years.   The research was done 
to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the East Devon Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (now East Devon National Landscape) and deserves a 
wider audience.

We will be hosting our annual Beach Clean on New Year’s Day.  Do 
come and join us at 1100 – just the opportunity to blow away any 
cobwebs!

Last month we encouraged you to join Beer Film Society to see “The 
Last Custodians. The Voice of the Fleet” which starred our local 
fishermen.  It was a really good opportunity to understand the 
challenges facing the industry locally, and David Attenborough’ film 
“Ocean” echoed what was said and how it related globally.  Both films 
gave us a great deal of food for thought. 

The next Branscombe Project talk is on January 26th when we will 
return to Vindolanda, by Hadrian’s Wall, to find out how climate 
change is affecting the excavations. Many of the artefacts about which 
we heard last January are preserved by being in boggy land.  The bogs 
are gradually drying out, and the Roman remains, especially those 
made of wood, such as the correspondence written on bark, is being 
destroyed.  

You may have heard that Lyme Regis Cobb is in urgent need of repair.   
The harbour wall was originally built around 700 years ago and repairs 
were originally planned to start in 2017 as part of Phase 5 of the 
stabilisation of the water front.   Work is currently underway to carry 

out remedial work and the local community is being asked to support 
further plans.   This report is too late to advertise their initial public 
engagement session on November 27th but, if you have any thoughts on 
a way forward in protecting such an iconic structure, you can forward 
them to: www.dorsetccoasthaveyoursay.co.uk/lyme-regis-cobb-
stabilisation-scheme. 

Many of you will have visited Branscombe recently to visit the 
exhibition relating to a suggested nutrient reprocessing plant at 
Hangman Stone.   The concept is based on the technology that can 
recycle farm waste to produce gas and fertiliser.  Whether the 
suggested site is appropriate will be a major discussion point once the 
idea is put before the planning authorities.

The recent heavy rain showers have topped up the pond.   However, 
the local sycamores have been shedding their leaves in great profusion, 
so removing them with a rake has been one of our recent tasks.   Once 
in the water the leaves will break down, releasing nutrients which will 
increase the growth of various algae,   Don’t attempt to rake out the silt 
at the bottom of the pond as various animals, like newts and dragonfly 
nymphs, will be settled there for the winter.

Beer Village Heritage is a registered charity, and we rely on annual 
subscriptions and donations in order to run the Fine Foundation Centre 
and the Bomb Shelter. Annual subscriptions are now due and have been 
kept at £3 per person.   You can give yours to a committee member, put 
it in the diver’s tank in the centre or leave it at the Post Office. Don’t 
forget to include your name and contact details.  Thank you to everyone 
who has already sent theirs to us.

You’ll find the Beer Village Heritage walks and I-Spy online via our 
website:  http://www.beervillageheritage.org.uk .   We apologise that 
some of the links on the site are not working.                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

If you would like to be involved with 
running the Fine Foundation Centre and 
our other activities, please talk to our 
Chairman, David Morling on 01297 
625045.   

Working to bring
our history to life and to

conserve our environment
for future generations
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We are delighted to report that the total 
donations and sponsor money received for 
our RNLI Annual Autumn Ramble was 
£520 that included £196 from Alastair's 

Justgiving.com fundraising page. Additional cash donations are 
still welcome and we thank everyone who supported our walkers 
and contributed to the total.
At the time of writing my report we were looking forward to 
taking our RNLI Christmas cards, calendars, diaries and gifts to 
Axe Yacht Club on Friday 28th November and to the Seaton 
Chamber Christmas Lights Switch Independent Market on 
Saturday 29th November, Colyton Christmas Fair on Wednesday 
3rd December and Beer Festive Christmas Fair on Friday 5th 
December. We will be returning to Axe Yacht Club during the 
morning of Sunday 7th December and attending Carols on the 
Cliff at Beer in the evening.
After the seventh of December the Christmas cards and other 
items are to be transferred to the Lyme Regis Shop and we will be 
concluding 2025 with our Tesco Christmas Collection on Friday 
19th December.
As we move into 2026 our first event of the year will be our RNLI 
SOS Table Top Sale on Saturday 31st January at the Mariners 
Hall. There will be bacon baps, tea, coffee, cake and a variety of 
stalls. The doors will be open to sellers from 8am and open to 
buyers from 9am to 12.30pm. Further details will be available by 
contacting me on wac500@hotmail.co.uk
As we progress through 2026 we are also looking forward to our 
Review of the Year in March (date to be confirmed)  and assisting 
at the Grizzly Drink Station on Sunday 8th March, the RNLI 
Mayday Appeal, our Beer Lifeboat Weekend in July and going to 
the regular and additional events that we may attend.

We hope to see you in the new year and we extend a big thank 
you to everyone who has supported us during 2025 whether it be 
by volunteering, donating, or purchasing from our shop at Jubilee 
Gardens. Your support is greatly valued by us here at the local 
branch of the RNLI and at RNLI Headquarters. Additional 
volunteers are always needed and welcome and if you would like 
to help at our events please contact me Wendy Cummins or to 
volunteer at our shop at Beer please contact our Shop Manager 
Richard Hare on 07752393640.  Volunteering is a great way to 
make new friends and achieve new skills so come and see us. All 
help given will also be greatly appreciated.
We send our best wishes to everyone for Christmas and the New 
Year.
Wendy Cummins
Secretary Fundraising/Events
Seaton Beer and District Branch RNLI
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BEER PARISH COUNCIL NEWS LETTER  -  DECEMBER 2025
The mee�ng began with Public Par�cipa�on, by a group of Residents 
who wished to proclaim their concerns over the possibility of a 
Nutrient Bio Plant being sited at Normands Grave.  This plot of land is 
close to Hangmans Stone, but lies within the Branscombe Parish 
boundary, albeit adjacent to the Beer parish boundary.  It is primarily 
an issue for Branscombe Parish Council, but of great concern to both 
parishes. Tim Stevens, our Chairman, is in constant contact with the 
Chairman of Branscombe Parish Council and they are working together 
to monitor this situa�on closely.  John Heath our District Councillor is 
also involved, but unfortunately at this present �me we are all in limbo, 
as the original Scoping Document which set out to describe the plant 
and its purpose, has now been withdrawn.   Unfortunately, there is 
nothing that we can do 
un�l such �me as another Scoping document is produced, as we do not 
have any facts on which to base objec�ons.  Beer Parish Council will 
keep in touch with the deputa�on of residents through their delegated 
contact and inform them and all other residents of future 
developments.
We then moved on to other ma�ers on the Agenda and we will be 
asking our local workman, Kevin (Bun), to weed and clean up the 
parking bays in The Meadows.  Those who have parking bays there will 
be informed when this will take place and requested to move their cars 
on that day.  We are also considering making some changes to the bays 
to allow more space for today’s larger vehicles and se�ng them at a 
different angle to make parking easier.
The Council discussed and approved the sending of a le�er (which had 
been dra�ed by Cllr. Mo Westlake) to DCC Highways regarding the 
Disabled Parking Bay in Fore Street.
District Councillor John Heath’s Report  - 
The wall to the Closed Cemetery in Clapps Lane has been repaired and 
commended the workmen for the excellent job they have carried out.  
The Badger Sets have now been removed from this cemetery and the 
Badgers have been taken to another loca�on.  Streetscene workers are 
scheduled to cut back the overgrowth on the bank behind the Chapel 
of Rest leading up to Barline.

continues...

December 17th
21st January

9th December
Happy Christmas!
13th  January 2026
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3.00pm – 8.00pm  Late Night shopping
4.00pm Ponies from Munchkins Miniature Shetland Rescue outside the 
Congrega�onal Church
5.30pm Christmas lights Big Switch On with carol singing
6.00pm Children’s Disco
Saturday 6th December
10.00am Wreath Making Course run by local florist Holly Wood
(details from Rock Villa Off Licence)
7.00pm for 7.30pm Christmas Bingo with Olly
Sunday 7th December
12.00pm – 2.00pm Deliver cakes to the Great Beer Bake Off 
Compe��on in the Dolphin
Judging at 2.30pm with special guest judge, Grant!
5.30pm Candlelit Carols on the Cliff
Monday 8th December
7.00pm for 7.30pm start Christmas Quiz at St. Michael’s Church
Saturday 13th December
2.00pm Wurlitzer Concert “Music for All” in the Congrega�onal Church
Tuesday 16th December
12.00pm Community lunch at Steamers – booking required
7.00pm Carols in the Barrel in The Barrel of Beer
Sunday 21st December 
4.00pm Chris�ngle Service at St. Michael’s Church
Wednesday 24th December
5.30pm Candlelit Carol Service in the Congrega�onal Church
Thursday 25th December
Christmas Services at the Congrega�onal Church and St. Michael’s 
Church
The Beer Parish Council wish you all a Happy Christmas
We also wish to remind you that we s�ll have some empty seats on the 
Council and would welcome some more volunteers to join us. 

----------------------

...continued
The defec�ve railings at Underleys are now scheduled on the priority 
list to be replaced.  This should take place early in December.
The Water leaks in Park Road have been repaired and there should 
soon be informa�on about the Contractors that will be responsible for 
carrying out repairs and renova�ons to the Peazens Flats.
Cllr. Heath also reported that he had recently been informed that, 
thanks to the work of the “Save Seaton Hospital” working group, that 
none of the exis�ng services at Seaton Hospital will be lost.
Beer Parish Council discussed holding a Public Consulta�on of Beer 
Residents, to consider the Request for Pedestrianisa�on of Common 
Lane.  It is hoped that the consulta�on will take place in January.  
We are looking into obtaining quotes for upda�ng the Beer Village 
Website and will give more informa�on on this at a later date.
Cllr. Simon Whitelock reported that a workgroup is hoping to make 
some temporary repairs to the roof of the Chapel of Rest, un�l such 
�me as a full repair can be carried out.
Beer Parish Council is intending to carry out a detailed survey of all the 
highways gullies and drains and pot holes around the village.
There is now a new commi�ee for the management of the Mariners 
Hall with Mar�n Ball as its Chairman.  We wish them every success in 
looking a�er this very valuable village asset.
The Christmas Forum has been working hard to organise a number of 
events to take place in the village during December leading up to 
Christmas.  Informa�on about these events can be found on the village 
websites and it is hoped that they will be well supported.
Thursday 4th December
12.00pm Over 70s Christmas Lunch by the WI
3.00pm onwards...  Puffins Pre School Christmas Fair, 
   at Puffins Pre School, Mare Lane.
6.30pm Beer Film Society host “Four Mothers” with fes�ve treats!
Friday 5th December
3.00pm – 7.00m Cra� Fair in St Michael’s Church with Father Christmas 
in his Gro�o
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To mark the start of the festive season Beer Film Society will be showing 
Four Mothers (15, 2024, 1hr 29mins) on Thursday December 4th at the 
Mariners’ Hall.
Four Mothers is a gentle, bittersweet Irish comedy drama about a writer 
torn between promoting his new book and his responsibilities as his 
mother's carer.
Not only that, all of a sudden three of his best pals hand over their 
mothers to him and over the course of one chaotic weekend in Dublin he 
has to juggle the demands of his burgeoning career while taking care of 
four eccentric, combative and wild different ladies.
What could have been a sentimental plodder gets a pleasingly acerbic 
tang from the bracing cattiness of the dialogue.
Wendy Ide. Observer.
Four Mothers features a fine ensemble that expertly brings out its 
characters’ different personalities, beliefs and life experiences.
Tom Dawson. Radio Times. 4*
The writing is sharp and witty, with not a word out of place.
Khushi Jain. Film Ireland Magazine.
When the credits rolled, I wanted to spend more time with these 
characters and that’s about the highest compliment I can give.
Scott Phillips. Forbes Magazine.
So that’s the film but it is not all that Beer Film Society is serving up to 
celebrate the festive season. As in previous years we will be handing out 
FREE treats, including chocolates, mince pies and stollen bites.
Also, a reminder the film is FREE to all members - so if you join the BFS 
on the night for just £15 you won’t pay any more - and will get discounted 
entry tickets (£5 instead of £7) for the following 12 months.
Doors open at 6.30pm with the film starting at 7pm. Card payment 
preferred please. The bar will be open and Baboo Gelato ice creams will 
be available.
Finally, we would like to thank everyone for their support this year and 
next month we will give details of our film programme for the opening 
four months of 2026.

Beer Film Society
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Revitalising Beer Chapel – Community Update
We’re delighted to share an update on the journey to breathe new 

life into the old chapel and make it a 
vibrant purposeful space for our 
community.
Our first public meeting was a great 
success – Around 50 people from 
the village attended and contributed 
ideas, practical considerations and 

valuable insights for the chapel’s 
future. From that enthusiasm, real 
progress has followed!
Since then:
• A feasibility report was completed, 
exploring options for future use, water 
and power connections, toilet facilities, and roofing solutions.
• Meetings were held with contractors, as well as the National Grid 
and a water company to explore practical next steps.
• A proposal has been drafting exploring possibilities for the 
chapel’s future, which includes exploring Champing (see https://
champing.co.uk/) as a creative use of the space.
• A working group has been formed, and the Parochial Church 
Council (PCC) of St Michael's Church has approved the creation of 
a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) – to be known as 
CAB (Chapel Association Beer) – to take the project forward.

• Trustees of the CIO including members of the community have 
been appointed, a constitution agreed, and an application is being 
submitted to the Charity Commission.
• With the help of the Community Payback team, volunteers, and 
Beer Parish Council, the area around the chapel has been cleared 
– a huge thank you to everyone who pitched in!
• East Devon District Council has begun important work on the 
churchyard wall, including repointing and making it safe. Also, 
further grass-cutting around the churchyard has taken place, with 
the upper bank underneath Barline among plans to be addressed. 
•A huge thanks to Steve Rodgers manager of Beer Quarry Caves 
for hosting a wonderful event at the caves which raised £1000 for 
the project and to Kim and Jayne Aplin for another generous 
donation of £250 from the Beer Pumpkin Show. 
Of course, there are challenges ahead – the roof remains a major 
issue, with both short- and long-term plans being made. A bat 
survey will be needed before full restoration, but in the meantime, 
tarpaulin will be used to prevent further damage, and quotes are 
being finalised to repair the roof to keep the building safe, 
watertight, and looking cared for.
This is an exciting step forward – thank you to everyone who’s 
supported this project so far and tremendous efforts behind the 
scenes of many individuals. Together, we’re seeking to ensure the 
chapel remains a living part of our community for generations to 
come.
If you’re interested in being part of the chapel project, attending a 
meeting, offering your skills or time for future work, or simply wish 
to be kept informed of progress, we’d love to hear from you! Watch 
this space for upcoming information about a community 
membership opportunity to support CAB.
Best wishes.
CAB

-------------------------------------
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The Children’s Society House Box Collec�on 2025

Most of the boxes from Beer and Seaton have now been collected and 
the total amount currently stands at an amazing £788.55. Thanks to the 
con�nued generosity of our local House Box Holders, the money raised 
will help The Children’s Society to provide support for children who have 
challenging lives, o�en being a young carer for parents or younger 
siblings or perhaps a young person who needs support with emo�onal or 
mental health issues.

A special word of apprecia�on goes to Pat Edmunds for her wonderful 
service as our local ‘House Box Coordinator’ over many years and for her 
kindness in sharing her experience with a ‘newbie’. Thanks also to Jackie 
and Ian at Beer Post Office for facilita�ng a local pay point, which was a 
great help.

If you s�ll have a box and would like it collected, please leave your details 
with St Gregory’s Church office on 01297 23656 or email 
seatonchurch@hotmail.co.uk and I will contact you to arrange a 
collec�on. If you would like to join the House Collec�on Box Scheme or 
wish to donate directly to the Children’s Society, please contact them on 
0300 303 7000 or visit www.childrenssociety.org.uk , where you will also 
find more informa�on about their services for children and young people.

Another very enjoyable way to contribute to the work of the Children’s 
Society, is to join us at our annual CHRISTINGLE SERVICE at St Michael’s 
Church on Sunday 21st December at 4pm. We will be retelling the 
Na�vity Story, singing carols and distribu�ng tradi�onal Chris�ngles. 
Refreshments will be kindly provided by the ladies of the Altar Guild. Any 
dona�ons, gratefully received, will be given to the Children’s Society.

Thanks again for all your support.

Ann Sto� (Local House Box Coordinator)
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Beer@devon.WI.org.uk   
07710520055

We are nearly in December and so, in 
the December meeting we will be 

making Christmas decorations under the guidance of 
Anne Robinson. Bring some greenery from your gardens 
if you can.
Before that we have an archery event at Escot on 
November 28th organised by Anne Gladstone and a 
guided walk in Branscombe on November 30th of about 1 
1/2 hours meeting at the Sea Shanty café.
On December 19th there is ten pin bowling in Exmouth. 
Anne Gladstone has the details.
We have the over 70’s lunch on December 4th, by ticket 
only, all 80 places have been booked. Wayne will be 
cooking so a feast is in store! There will be a raffle too. 
This is always an enjoyable event.
Regular activities include:
Book Club at Isabella’s on December 1st

Cards every Thursday afternoon with Barbara and Penny
Creative writing will meet on November 24th at Chris’ 
house at 2.30 pm
Plant/flower of the month:
We award the cup this month to Barbara Greaves. 
Congratulations! Penny is second and Anne Gladstone 
third.
For more details, please contact Chris Paul 01297 
792129

Above is another of Stephen Hancock's poems "All seasons pass". I 
was going to include it in last month's edition (November) but 
didn't want his poem about Michael Walton to get lost so used that 
instead, which I hope you liked. 
"All seasons pass" seems appropriate for any winter month
...if referring to this part of the year...or is it an allegorical statement 
of how to survive our own bleaker moments...  See what you think.  

Editor

Above is another of Stephen Hancock's poems "All seasons pass". I 
was going to include it in last month's edition (November) but 
didn't want his poem about Michael Walton to get lost so used that 
instead, which I hope you liked. 
"All seasons pass" seems appropriate for any winter month
...if referring to this part of the year...or is it an allegorical statement 
of how to survive our own bleaker moments...  See what you think.  

Editor

All seasons pass
every November
when the nights are indisputably long
and the darkness stark and damp
and the falling leaves render bare the skeletons of the trees that bore 
them
I like to imagine the approaching winter as a valley
over which I cast an imaginary fishing line
several times
until my hook catches
upon one of the stalks of the delicate white bells
of the first snowdrops of next year
and somehow
this autumnal ritual
allows my body and soul and mind to accept
December’s chilling descent
and January’s long and seemingly silent
response
because in order to live well
upon these Isles
we all have to learn
how to handle winter’s
deep embrace
and how to hold
and carry
the promise of spring

Stephen Hancock
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Coun�ng the impact of rural estates 

Rural estates are responsible for managing some of the most beau�ful 
and nature-rich areas of the countryside, they also play an 
important role providing rural homes and businesses.  Researchers 
at the Centre for Rural Policy Research, University of Exeter are 
working with Clinton Devon Estates to understand how rural estate 
ac�vi�es have wider impact. To do this, the project measures how 
well the Estate is restoring nature, suppor�ng local communi�es 
and crea�ng economic opportuni�es.
The views of Clinton Devon Estates’ stakeholders are cri�cal to 
understand the impact of the Estate on those who live, work and 
visit there. Stakeholders include (and are not limited to):

Dog walkers, horse riders and ramblers
Commercial, farm or residen�al tenants
People a�ending talks on the Estate
Businesses opera�ng within Estate 

boundaries
Project partners, contractors and suppliers

To take part, stakeholders should use the QR 
code or visit h�ps://sites.exeter.ac.uk/
ruralestatevalues/survey/ by 19 December 2025.
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YOUR “ LOCAL” CONTACTS

Parish Council
John Heath cllrjheath@beer-pc.gov.uk
Maureen Westlake cllrmwestlake@beer-pc.gov.uk
Martin Shobbrook cllrmshobbrook@beer-pc.gov.uk
Timothy Stevens cllrtstevens@beer-pc.gov.uk
Karen Stevens cllrkstevens@beer-pc.gov.uk.com
Simon Reeve cllrsreeve@beer-pc.gov.uk
Caroline Thompson cllrcthompson@beer-pc.gov.uk
Simon Whitelock cllrswhitelock@beer-pc.gov.uk
Cllr Carole Arnold cllrcarnold@beer-pc.gov.uk
Clerk to the Council:      clerk@beer-pc.gov.uk
Internal Auditor:   Jacqui Peskett - Aalgaard Renshaw 
Business Solutions Ltd.

East Devon District Councillor  
   John Heath  07966 089257

Devon County Councillor 
   Paul Arnott   paul.arnott@devon.gov.uk

Member of Parliament Richard Foord 
Email: Richard.Foord.MP@parliament.uk
Tel: 0207 219 8349
Post: 
East Devon Business Centre, Honiton, EX14 1SF

BEER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH - 
SERVICES

Sunday December 7th - 10am Morning Service with Holy Communion -
Sunday December 14th - 10am A Service of Christmas Joy - 
Sunday December 21st - 10am A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
        followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Pies - 
Christmas Eve - 5-30pm Carol Service by Candlelight - 
Christmas Day - 9-30am Short Christmas Morning Service - 
Sunday December 28th - 10am Morning Service - 
Sunday January 5th - 10am Epiphany Morning Service 
            with Holy Communion - 

Late Night Shopping - Friday December 5th - Chapel open - do come 
and view the Christmas decora�ons and listen to Christmas music 
played on the Wurlitzer organ by Geoffrey Boult.  Free admission. 
Come and go as you please.

Coffee Mornings in the Hall - 10-30am to 12 noon - 
    December 4th and 18th
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Advertisement(s) Advertisement(s)

Specialist Chocolate Shop with plenty more besides.
Hand-made luxury chocolates.

Locally handmade fudge & Devon preserves.
A wide range of confectionery. 

Pick & Mix sweets.
Beautiful gifts & homewares.

Jewellery & clothing.
Beer souvenirs, games & soft toys.

Cards & stationery. 
Open 10am-5pm daily during summer (Reduced hours at other times)

Fore Street, Beer EX12 3JB - Tel 01297 625999
Follow us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM: 

@chocolateandmoreinbeer



- 34 - - 35 -

Renovate your wrought iron gates, railings, tables, etc!
We provide a variety of services ranging from Powder Coating to 
Hot Zinc Spray and Shot Blasting. We keep a range of about
100 colours in stock. Most are exterior polyesters, which provide 
excellent durability and colour retention on gates, railings
and garden furniture.
Phone: 01884 34506

email: coatingsupplies@aol.com www.industrialcoatingsupplies.co.uk

Units 1+2 Simmons Place, Kingsmill Industrial Estate, Cullompton EX15 1BH

Opening Times: 
Monday - Thursday 8am - 5pm

Friday 7am - 1pm

Advertisement(s)

GB Building & 
Maintenance

Conservation  Building 
Historic, Listed, Traditional 

Lime Plastering, Stone 
Work, Cob Walling repairs, 

Lime Wash, Breathable 
silicate paints.

Listed Heritage Member
01823 283212
07776 032289

gb_building@hotmail.co.uk

Actionline Decorating Ltd
Painting & Decorating

- Exterior & Interior -
Home & Business 

Conservation projects
Fully insured

Dulux Select Decorators
Company registered, Dulux 2yr guarantee on work 

Approved contractors to the National Trust
Local, reliable & professional service

07785345904
01297 20001

www.actionline-decorating.com
e. info@actionline-decorating.com

@actionlinedecorating

Advertisement(s)
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Advertisement(s)

www.beer-head.com

Fore Street, Beer

Fore Street, Beer

www.originalcottages.co.uk

Advertisement(s)

Beer Tool Shop
at

Dolphin Antique Centre
01297 24362

open every day except Tuesdays
GERRY DAWSON

info@secondhandtools.co.uk
Trading locally since 1980

Beer Post Office
is now part of

Rock Villa Off-Licence
and general store
Fore Street, Beer

07752 113854
Service available seven days 

a week during the store’s 
opening hours -

Mon – Sat10am-1pm, 2pm-6pm 
Sunday: 12 - 4pm

Love food but hate plastic waste??
Naked Larder Sidmouth, based in Weston, is a unique plastic 
and packaging-free grocery service offering re-fillable dry food 
goods, eco-friendly cleaning & personal care products ethically, 
and sustainably sourced at affordable prices. Simple to use - 
order online & collect using your own containers once a month.

** Now open every Monday 2-4pm (except Bank Holidays) **
Get 10% off your first order with GIVEUSATRY www.

nakedlardersidmouth.co.uk
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www.marinehouseatbeer.co.uk

Advertisement(s)

Beer Village Stores
Fore Street, Beer

Groceries & Household Goods - Frozen Goods 
Cold Drinks & Snacks - Fresh Bread

Beer, Wine & Spirits - Sweets & Confectionery 
Dry Cleaning & Laundry Agent - DIY

Open 7 days a week
For enquiries call 01297 21782Newspapers Magazines

Now under new management

THE ANCHOR INN 
AT BEER

Welcome to The Anchor!
Fully licensed restaurant and bars 
Ensuite bedrooms with sea views
Food served all day everyday

Cliff top beer garden with
panoramic views of the bay

Tel: 01297 20386 for reservations
Dog friendly

Advertisement(s)

NOW CLOSED

2025 Celebrated the 50th Anniversary of 

Beer Heights Light Railway!

www.pecorama.co.uk
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Copy for January 2026 to be with the Editor
by Friday 19th December, at very latest please.

henryjaggers@btinternet.com
01297 20858 Green Bank, 9 Clinton Rise EX12 3DZ

December 2025Back Page

Beer Parish NewsBeer Parish News

A very Happy Christmas 
to all our readers

Thank you for your support over the 
past year and please continue to 
submit your news, reports, information 
and articles so we can keep Beer 
Parish News worth reading!

Editor

and click on 
“Latest News” then on “Beer Parish News” to find 

BEER PARISH NEWS in full colour !

Visit https://www.beer-pc.gov.uk/
Reading this in the black & white printed edition?******************




